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Article

A Study on the Discourse of "Kinship between Indigenous Peoples and
Japanese" Concerning Japanese Immigrants in Brazil:
Focusing on Articles from Brazilian Japanese-language Newspapers after
World War II

Naohiro NAGAO
MEIO UNIVERSITY

key words :  Brazilian Japanese Immigration History, Kachigumi/Makegumi Conflict, Rokuro Koyama,
Ethnic Media, Brazilian Racial Democracy

This study focused on the discourse of the "kinship between indigenous peoples and Japanese" as a form of
adaptation of Brazilian Japanese immigrants to Brazil after World War 11, and discussed its transmission and reception,
signification, and function in the Nikkei community. Rokuro Koyama, a Japanese immigrant intellectual, attempted
to approach the national model of Brazilian racial democracy with a mixture of whites, blacks, and indigenous peoples
with Japanese immigrants. Koyama tried to do so by advocating the "Tupi-Japanese syncretic theory" through the
publication of "The Tupi-Japanese Word Book" and related reports in Japanese-language newspapers in 1951, when
the aftermath of the conflict between Kachigumi/Makegumi was still fresh. To reexamine the social influence of this
discourse in the Nikkei community, this study examined the presence of this discourse, including Koyama’s theory,
using as its primary source Japanese-language newspapers which were considered the main discursive space for
Brazilian Japanese immigrants at the time, especially those on the Makegumi side. Specifically, we extracted depictions
of indigenous peoples, including the same discourse, from articles in various Japanese-language newspapers between
1947 and 1953, classified them by attribute (unattributed, positive, negative, positive-negative, and proximity between
indigenous peoples and Japanese), and then analyzed each attribute to depictions of indigenous peoples. The analysis
revealed a certain degree of interest among the Nikkei community of the time in indigenous peoples, including those
who were unattributed, and that, overall, negative attributes outweighed positive ones. Still, there were several
indications of proximity to the Japanese, including those not directly related to Koyama's theory, some of which had a
similar function, as well as those that showed a link to postwar emigration from Japan to Brazil, which was a major

concern of the Nikkei community in the early 1950s.
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